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Ti Ksinv. Ji'Ni: n>. 1:»in.

tai.k "i:\si: now :

Trie annexation referendum tweedlo-
iioe tweedl in b ra i n s t orni seems to!
have passed or":' w ith a refreshing tlusli
of judicial lit tn:. The referendum!
remedy i- a g< ¦"! ic<-.1. l>tit it ought !
to be applied ih'' right place, The
cou't doi:- t' t tcllc\o that.under tin-
Jiyrii t.i v w; after all, is ilio law,
despite t :ty 1 >t inocratio committees,
suc'i mattes m I'O place. 1 on the pri-
mary ballots. As a matter of fact, why
should it have 'ecu placed oil Iho bal¬
lots . T .: os-1 Ms patch believes
tlioro-.ip iti ..tini: t'e people rub
and find " I' < \|>"rieiu'O their own

folly w.s-'.om, a.. the case may be.
hut the t'ounci! represents the people
fair]; w 11. and w> judge that an> real
protest against annexation will he
c:*. «. .. ..»!. 1 ..? ..¦c Xothints is going

t.c f..) oil t;..wn j: »ht oat s

He :i:ciiil'i -. then. lliis Midsummer
.Viclit's l>re.,:n as a warning of how
'c a dunce a . an make of itself,

we urcc the business of real ." t s plan-
rig city expansion bo put und« r

way. Ti t i,. il i omniitlec is free
w !: will he judged by what it

present!- as its plan, ami need not fear
.'-uiidc; posts "I popular furv.if it
resents a mod bip plan
Along line. on-, hint: Certain

livani pi ties in C.ermany, who are

living in t r.e\t century already,
:ive thot extensions planned ahead

for the next thirty years. The city
no« are mat i-.ed, the streets, sewers,

.ar liiiCs. parks. boulevards. pla;
trc-uii'ls s- !i"Ol buildi ifrs and uiovini:-
;>icture shows of the next generation
.-re ali'.xiy designed and laid away
in a blueprint te. be used as growth
demands They know they must prow,
and they want ti> prow right Skilled
. riRineers. landscape desipners. archi¬
tects. and statistical experts fipuro out
what will happen, and ripht now the
;dans are drawn. Moreover, the land
the eit> needs l.a« been purchased ;it
.s farm value, and the community will
over lie held up for condemnation

.¦alues later w! n n ;>s svnwn up to
.d tr.ade '; .. v aiue tin* property
nerease.

What w< bit optinus'.ic
extension of the citj h'-mids The bip-
uer the bettor Then, beyond that, wo

need control of a future zone m which
Richmond may buy ltin-.l, lay out
irects and improvement!: and protect
he sanitary needs of its people Let
'he Council make tun plans one for
\ lint we are to lake in in 1911, and

.i not her for what wo will tale in about
I:>'J5. That's the way to look on Great¬
er nichmoinl.
The: e may .' legislative diflb ulties
thv w i\ Well, inste;.! I't m-ttiiip

ip sillv mferondunis, let us be^n now
o work for the passage b> the lapis-
a t in e in !!.! I of si>me decent muni-
r-al laws giving eiti<-; fuetioni to do
inp^ It will i.ee.l te.u binp and i:l-

lost 1. ncliii ^ be:'i e it. .. :ll ui.dei'-
tand that c;tiesi iiv>-i freedom It is
ime w» woke up t-. what we .an do
or Richmond* l \ \iard woik in.-tead >>{
c-oing h«w ire- e:'n hinder her growth
w ith neat siglitVfl stdieinos that hurt
¦verv interest in t !.e < i.mmuuit;..

|'»)\i:hm IN Till; I MTi:i» >IA'II>.
Mncr the beginnings of the nation,

'.ic I nite l f-'iatvs been pictured as
l-l I or.i in 1 ti.e poor of other

lands to suci < :.t. \ that "It is almost
>mpo?Mi,]e »'*t people to realizn that
ii.thciiiph outs is land of pb-iit\,

rnei-. w < f.» t. mil poopb
not ;d, .¦ it." t«. borrow the state

'
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"such v. lack of 11 . i ,f e.
as hitide: eft . ,.J I;
Hunter fou:.d th, I'^t
liooplc of l-topton r
tress. !lo coi.'Itnled .
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the country _wo ibi .. ..
tent of the p. r j,ic i:. <.
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distress. Others es-tirr.ato .. ,.f
thronie poverty at l'ro
on»-fourth of the tot.-i
bate studies fn standani. « f l: i, ¦. ; I
wHges among American \

indicate that fully one-' ,l: t
workers of th< nation do i -f

a year. Seventy - rtve per efi.t i.
ihan $To0, arid only one-t. .t!
more tVati tl.000 a year 'I
that "at .east f.. 000,000 of t

workers of Ameiica recoive le. t,,,u
?600 a '- ea r."

T»r. Todd declares "if we accc,-; .;

indtccntly low l.gure of ?GoO at a mini-

J

mum physical efficiency wage for ait

javerage family, ;« evident that bo-
twecn -0,000.000 and *0,000,COO of our

population are living below t!:o -tl.ao-
lute ininltnuiu necessary to maintain
itiei-o physical capacity; thev have
passed that limit below which' a just
claim upon the consideration «>f the
cliaritable is constituted. . . . From 10
to .<¦> pot cent of our fellow Americans
are in real distress: CO to 30 per rent
are living constantly below a physical
efficiency minimum, and even a higher
percentage do not receive an income
sufficient to maintain either economic
or social efficiency.

monoimu.v is iolection machix.
I«H\ I'XJI'SI'IKIA lll,|.;.

Thn Democrats of Norfolk comitv;
whose Democracy stands the test, are

indignant because all the judges of
lei lion foi that Jurisdidion, except

".'one precinct, have been chosen from j
ili.it faction "which looks to the Ue-
publican head-centrc for leadership."
Mio rimes-Dispatch in forced to concur

'lie conclusion of the Virginian-Pilot
«'iat no intelligent person should be
surprised at such a state of affairs, for I
what else w.s to bo expected from an

electoral board composed en.iroh rf
fi'Monists"* J mleed, why should an

i" c of partisanship and recard for
decent appenrancos have been looked'
foi in the members of that body when
"<>' l"Kh authority that appointed them
had set the contrary example?"

If elections are to be conducted fair- !
°Iot'tion machinery must not be

controlled by a.v single political f.0-
"on. There should bn fair division of
election officers among all alicnnmP
interested
The operation of every pnrt of elec

Dot. machinery should be above sns- I
" h°!''01,0 Pa".: is in mbstan-

ld,ly co'»»>Iotc charge of an election
.uspicion naturally arises

"'.'-j is nothing genuinely Demo-
'. 'C about either the official or tho

,.;h> regimes at present top
.

Norfolk County. They speak at all
s I'1 vn,vr» cuised to resemble
of -'acob, but the hand that suavs i

board is that of
«<- r.epuhji,.., . E8aii/.

V irg inia Pilot. Tnder normal condi-

';"'f "!0 roun,v bo as reliable
democratic as any in Astern Vir- <

: '"a. b,. as thing, stand, so long as

:C "f *" Unnnl««»' political
alga mat ion is recognized as ler-wi

:,s ";<. ,n^ S(;
pej. , 'I ,

Democratic majority ,e-
rei\es hito its bosom and eonfe,s places

"-ust on members of ,llo

J; ;'!"" U" toafoss »o discerning no
' emeu\.

Perhaps the creates! election proh.
"" "«vc .o-day in Virginia is to

P' .IM"'h n definition of "Democrat"
as will effectively prohibit a Kepubll-j
«" 'rom participating in a Democratic
primar.v. Tho man who is a Itepubli-
«»» t» a national election and a Demo-

' -at m a State or local election should <
»»e prohibited frCm masquerading as a I
Democrat. This faulty condition ex-

i..o generally hi Virginia, and it is
T" lo lonieflv " without Shutting tho
< oors or tho party to ,nc ,.oa| ,Ildopen.
,

'oto- Ve,( whatever the cost, the
bars should be put up

»«A»n M.I MJKit IIKATS < V FAI.KK.V
hkim.-.

The news editor would call the

;<-ove head-Mne full of human interest.
" - Something of that tone Will be

;; "" ;ib°ut every m..,ning pap,.,

7;«»try to-day. You of the dull
.

st;i~nant '-n o,ions, who miss

I1' 1,f" "^">n« the markets

,
-Po'-t'np l.aKe. nuK,. to rt.;u,

S,OIV an" c<t a genuine thrill,'
7 !'C !h* "».«" «¦"«« across the Sigh

o human-like I'or ,
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UC'" K'lmmering. Roston won 4 ,
*

,;i" what is fame compared ,, a,.
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President Roosevelt, and as delegato
to the Third International Conferenco
on Maritime Law at Brussels In 1909.
by appointment of President Tuft,
thoroughly Justify his most recent
honor. Hia learning In International
law and his capacity for representing
the country in discussions and delibera¬
tions concerning international Juris¬
prudence have been officially recog¬
nized by three Presidents of the
United States. As chairman of the
committee of international arbitration
of the Virginia Bar Association, he has
manifested still farther interest in this
broad branch of law.
Mr. Montague's distinction as an ex¬

pert in international law is emphasized
by his latest commission, which re¬
flects honor upon Virginia. reviving to
no small degree one of the line tradi-
tions of her public service.

TUB nnUBLMOVS 1IIIU3U IIA M>S.
No work appeals to the race ot men

very much, but what would you say
was the work .least relished of all
the great occupations? The house¬
wife and the farmer answer unani¬
mously, the hired girl and the hired
man. In modern society it has be
fallen that the oldest, si>^i>Iest. most
necessary and most continuous Kinds
of toil are what young men and women
are seeking to avoid. It is not hard
to get clerks, tradesmen, craftsmen,
factory hands or day laborers. It is
hard to get a man to do steady work
on the farm. It is not hard to get
laundresses, stenographers, sales-
women, teachers or factory girls. ft
is hard to get domestic servants. Any
woman in Richmond will swear to the
truth of thin.
This is a serious thing. To keep the

house and to raise the food of a nation
are essential operations. W* cannot
dodge them vet, no matter what lux¬
uries we rnjov. u is time some sort
of a commission investigated th> cause
of this tragic fact, and made sugges¬
tions as to the retn« dy. Why cannot
wo longer secure decent, reliable, efli-
clent, industrious hired people?
. Certain reasons are obvious. Chores
and housework are both menial tasks.
In a democracy we have no class
trained from birth for this status, and
content therein. In a democracy
everybody Is good enough for any¬
thing, and nobody wants the disagree¬
able thine: that Is hard anil pays small
wages. 1 n Europe they depend on a
servant clasp. In the land of the free
there are no longer any servants. We
must all be masters. By and large
we Imagine tills social reason is the
largest factor in the diminishing
labor supply.
Then again, farm and housework

haw no dignity, regularity or chance
fur advancement. They are permanent
jobs on the lowest level. They rive
the toiler no sense of Importance, no
hope of future prosperity, no definite,
nrecise and limited field. They are
not creative, and develop no feeling of
personal prMe. They consist of doing
small tiling's that wear both mind and
body out, over and over aeain. Milk¬
ing. plowing, wood-cutting, cleaning
horses.these repeat themselves for-
ever. Washing dishes, sweeping each
day a new day's dirt, making the beds,
doing the washing.a whole life filled
with these sees no achievement at Mio
»nd. In a remote way both are line
*:i3ks as they lend to the progress nf
?.he world Vet it taken more imagina¬
tion than the average hand enjoys to
sec the largo glow in the dailv grind
In ail other work there is an esprit de
corps. Kven the office boy in a great
firm speaks of "our house." In most
all the trades there is a chance to ris«»
to be a master.
Un'r nu.ro both these basic labors

.ire isolated. They have no regular!
hours. They seem never done. Theyallow little time for recreation, though
in themselves they are not harder than
many more popular callings. The help
are outside the main life of the family
and have no life of their own. Th e recre-
ation needs are rarely answered.

These hint at reasons. There are I
more. What is the remedy? One nia!n
?hlng is to do more of the manual toil
by machinery The modern house and
the modern farm are using science
abolish drudgery. In a few deeades
we will look with horror on the trag*
dy of th" maid and the manservant
Meanwhile, we can rake a sensible
v> w of their outlook, and gi\< thrrn'
a little human treatment. Give th'-ni
society. recreation, pride in work,
h.<!i- in ! lie profits, a chance to im¬
prove and the sense that they art vital,
and d< ply worthy parts of the vast
whole, and we may ease the strain
on the "Help Wanted Columns.'¦

The Port Worth (Texas) Record thus1
describes "Cyclone Davis," who threat¬
ens to become a candidate for the gov¬
ernorship of the Lone Star State
"He has coma on his hands and hells

on iiis tongue.
"He is warbler from Warbler? ville,and ha* made more speeches <>n more!sides -if all public Issues than ;tnv

peregrinating spellbinder in puhliolife
"He ble eds internally and ext'-rnall

nt ,,1| times for the sodden and down-
t Midden.

"lie Is as lean as Cassitif and asliiuim; m Caesar."
And there are dozens lii.e him i;.n

ui g for tlie House of Delegates ii. thol
Old Dominion. I
We hope the Mayor has g o ? t e i, ti e

'in and the street c.lcariers intere-t n|
In Tnal-.ing a baseball diamond out
ttif Pord property. It is one of ti>e
crime:-: of the city that it holds land
idle fo> years waiting to get oione to
Improve It, while hundreds of people
would bo willing to improve it right
a 'itig Why not spend a couple '.[
M'indrcd dollars and make the square
a little green plaza? If not that, let
folk: plant vegetables on it. an Ma-, or
potato iMngree did. Hrf.athlng space

is a steady need in cities, and Rich¬
mond, congested to the limit should
employ every, bit of available land
Make a playground of it now, and put
a library on pait of it latei Thatlout hint, Your Honor. /

UNCLE TRUSTY!
Coj yvl*ht. IMS. International Kown Service.

OntheSpurofthe Moment
By Roy K. Moulton

Good Advice.
It isn't what you make, m> #;r>n.
But what you save that counts;

'i'ho folks who scrimp ami sacrt tiee
Have dough in -large amounts.

We vo often heard from wis** old heads.
The hit of saRp advice.

The feller that hangs onto his
\\ ill always have the j»:¦;«.

if it costs ten a week to live
Ami you arc making . iiiht.

Hang onto all your surplus, lad, '

And then as «uro as fate.
It is a very potent fact.
'Kre many decades lapse.

You'll be a multimillionaire,
That to s.iv.perhaps.
I'rom thp iticlvcyvilli- « liirlon.

Miss l'.M-y Tlhbitts says she has
had nine offers of marriage, but !s>
wait in' until she finds a feller that
her mother thinks pood fnotiRh for
h"-r But w h«'n she ne; find this fel¬
ler he probably won't ask her.
Widow IM^gins reports that the

wf ath> r has been so cold that every
egg her Inns have laid recently has
been frozen when she found it in the
neat. She says she ain't ire whoth>:-
the eggs were froze before they was
laid or not and maybe she has got
:t bi. oil of colli storaiffi hens.

' 11 illikei . and Hod voters traded
watches in William Tibbitts' store th.-
other day. Hod thinks he got ,t little
'.he best of < "y in the swap, hekuz the
watch he sot sometimes runs as Ions
".s an hour at n time, whereas the
watch Hod traded to Cy won't so at
.ill unless you shake it and tunk it on
Homothinff good and hard, and then
¦lily for a minute or two. Neither
<\ateh is a very reliable timepiece. ad
on might say.

\ iitnmolille YnrnH,
"I have sot a great invention for

.ny ear." said the Thin Man.
"¦-'prin it." said the Fat -Man. ' I'll

stay if the rest do."
"Ii is simply a new and novel elec¬

tric lighting plant.*' said the Thin
Man, "and i believe it will revolution¬
ize things You know I always wear
an electric belt. Well, 1 just connect
my headlights. sidelights and tall
iphts w ith this electric belt when 1
4in driving, instead of hooking them
onto the battery. The scheme works
;.erfectly. ;irid that way a, man can

op.-'rate his lights without any expense

FLIES!
Ilor«.e manure in the principal

hatching place for (lien.
tl en n lie made Nterile with cool

oil, enrlioilc aelii, coppern* water or

dry loam l>y mixing thoroughly.
Ilornenien, stablemen. owners of

liornen and Nniiltary inspectors, pay
attention! Cut thla out.

I.ei iota he a llylcMN yenr-

Abe Martin

and euro himself of liver trouble nt
the same time. Then. also, a man can
charge all expense to liver trouble
Inst -ad of car trouble, and it tak>.«
<iuite a lond off his conscience. You
Know a man has sot to have liver
whether lie has a ear or not."'

"I do not doubt your story at all."
said the Fat Man, "and I do not
question the value of your invention.
! know you enn tell th« truth If you
have to. for I have heard you do it
once or twice, but what l wish to
say is that your invention Is net one-
iwo-three with one or mine. I have
arranged the magneto in my rat so
that 1 can run the car absolutely with¬
out expense ty myself I can point
the magneto In any direction 1 see lit
and the powerful magneto attracte
metallic objects with such accuracy
that 1 always know what to expect.
By the simple turning of a lever I
can turn the magneto upon anybody,
t can tear the star right off a police¬
man's coat and he never knows where
it xoe.s to j can turn my magneto
upon a prosperous looking pedestrian
and extract every cent of change that
he has got In his pocket*. I worked
.! several times yesterday, ami when
i got home at night and examined the
floor und'-r the engine 1 found that
1 had collected $-11.55. Automobillng
under tho«o circumstances is not an
expensive pastime and a man can afford
to bu> a new tire occasionally. I for-:
cot to mention that I pulled a diamond
ring off from a man's finger with my
magnet yesterday and he never knew
it."

The Sunday Paper.

] start to read on Sunday:
One section J wade through:

I r-'.'i'i again on Monday,
\nd then on Tuesday, too.

It'* piled up all about me.
The part that i have read

The parts 1. haven't touched yet
Aye stacked lip In the shed.

If i have lots of patience
Ami do the Job up' right.

And l'-ad without a let-up,
I'm through hy Saturday night.

Voice of the People
Farmers' Organisations vs. the Sher¬

man 1,11 IT.
To the l\iiitor r>f The Times-Dispatch:.Sir. Your leading editorial May -7
was a vigorous denunciation of classlegislation benefiting farmers' organi¬zations and labor unions, which, youthink, should he subject to prosecutionunder the Sherman antitrust law. You
denounce the proposed exemption from
prosecution of these bodies as viciouslegislation in the interest of a class,
and demand that the general principleof equality before the law shall be
applied to all alike.
Now, this sounds fine; hut l<*t us

look a little nearer at the subject and
see how it works out. Farmers' or¬
ganizations are not conspiracies in re-j:>tini111 of trade, or to destroy competi-
tion, but simply to rind markets fori
the surplus produce of a given com¬
munity. and to find the most direct
road to these markets. Their primeobject is to eliminate the middleman,
and. of course, the middleman be-
comes their enemy. It is estimated
that the producer gets about 25 per
cent of the ultimate price of his goods,
the pricp that the consumer pays. The
other 75 per cent goes to the middle¬
men. who come between the producer
and the consumer Now. it is the busi¬
ness of the farmers' associations to
get rid of some of these middlemen and
reduce the cost of living to the con-
sinner, at the same time increasing
the prices of produce to the farmer.
Along this line the association is'

enabled to do what no single farmer
can. namely, an expert to assemble all
essential information concerning the!
best markets and advise shipments ae-l
cordingly. Me puts aside the middle-
men, and opens more and more direct
channels to the consumer. Those and
many other services of a like nature
he can perform, and the result is that
production of all 'he fruits oi the soil
is greatly stimulated, and nobody is
injured. excepting the speculator,
whose interest it is to prevent the
farmer from being advised or assisted
in the disposition of his crops.
Now, those farmers' organizations

represent their respective communities
and specialties. In the mountains they
sell apples, on the coast they sell vege¬
tables and small fruits. There can bp
no understanding between these two.
and no conspiracy in restraint of
trade. Between the associations in
different States handling the same
products, instead of an understanding,
which is, under the circumstances, im¬
possible, there Is constant and keen
competition. What concord can there
be between an association in Virginia
selling York Imperial apples, and one
in Western New York selling Bald¬
wins? lint there can be competition
in filling the markets with their re¬
spective goods, the finest quality, the
best condition, and that is exactly the
attitude of each farmers' organization
toward every other.
They* arc not monopolies, they are

not backed by enormous capital, they
. If) not own i n 11 roads and control rates,they (In not dictate prices, tbov do notweaken or destroy compotitfon. and
consequently you; proposition. .Mr.!ISditor, to expose them to government
prosecution seems to mo to be ill ad¬vised. I know what you will nay, thatif they have not offended the law the>will have nothing to fear, but it will
amount to perhaps a very considerable
expense and annoyance to be exposedto investigations, and. it may be. long!prosecutions, in older to satisfy peoplewho fto not possess even an elementaryIdea of the farmer's situation that he
has not transgressed the law. lie has
neither money nor time 10 defend him-
self against so powerful a prosecutor'
ah the government, and thero Is where
jour sonorous phrases about cq'iallt>fall a little flat. What equality Is
there in the courts between a man
who has no money and one who has
an unlimited supply? Right at that
point we are enabled to see the fu¬
tility of a great deal of eloquenceabout "equality before the law."

I am not so familiar with the view¬
point of the labor unions, hut they are
very much in the same boat when it
cotnes to the law's protection, or to
equality'before the law. I'issolve them
and let them merely as individuals en¬
deavor to protect themselves from
vicious employers. Imagine a labor¬
ing man going into court with a griev¬
ance against a millionaire: Theoreti¬
cally he btands on a level with the
rich man before the law. but the trou¬
ble is he cannot teach the law Our
civilization has not yet reached that
point of development where the State
provides a "people's court," where the
poor fellow who lias no money may
nevertheless have his cause defended
or his grievances redressed, without
the cost of a dollar to him
This may be another question, and

I will return to the original discussion
by saying that you will probably stir
up a notable hornet's nest if you incite
a demand for legislation which will
seriously injure the farmer without
benefiting any one else, excepting, of
course, the speculator in farm prod¬
ucts. Heretofore the average farmer
has not been enthusiastic over the as¬
sistance lie has been getting from
Legislatures and Congresses As a
class he has been regarded as meekly
accepting about any !;lnd of fool legis¬
lation handed down to him, but this
proposition to expose his co-operative,
arrangements, in company with labor
unions, to government prosecution is
n different matter, and it may turn out,
if persisted in. to be Just about as good
a rock as you could find on which to
wreck a Democratic administration, or
anv other administration.

B. O. MOOMAW.
Savannah. Va.

QUERIES &
; ANSWERS
I'otin .\xlnoruni Again. '

I am very sure, as was J. F D., that
you were much mistaken in the state¬
ment about "Pons Asinorum." This
is not the problem in geometry prov¬
ing that an equilateral triangle is also
equiangular, but the one provihg that
the sum of the squares on the base and
altitude of a right-angled triangle is
equal to the square on the hypotenuse.You also stated that no one knew the
origin of the term or its meaning. Your
knowledge of Latin should tell you
that it is the "bridge of asses" or, as
we would say. the stumbling block for
donkeys or blockheads, and was so
dubbed because of the difficulty stu¬
dents often found in understanding and
explaining the problem.

II. F. WRIGHT.
We were so much interested to dis¬

cover that several correspondents shar¬
ed the error about the application of
the name "pons asinorum" that we
looked into a number of books of ref

erence to if the sourcet of th*
misapprehension could be founTJ. Mur¬
ray's Dictionary. The Century, Web¬
ster, The .Standard, the New Interna¬
tional Encyclopaedia, The Brltannlca
and h»11-!i others as we examined, all
state the matter correctly, and wo
own ourselves at a lobs to discover
how our friends were misled on the
subject, and should he pleased to have
one of them cite any reference wnrK
of standing which differs in statement
from !hu«» nami'd. We do not see
how the writer of the letter above
supposed that we said that "no one
lux w the meaning" of th< little I^ittn
phrase. The original query was.'I'leas** tell no what the pons n«1n-
oriuii is. and why it is so called,'.' ami
the answer was, "The proposition oi
plane geometry that the angles at
tin- base of it(i Isosi-eles triangle are
< qual. No one know.*." The English
. qulvab nt of "pons asliioruin" was not
in question, and we assumed that the
origin.il querist was quite as ahle to
transl.ite us we What * as in itues-
tlon was the application of tins phra.v
to the fifth proposition of th._- first
book of Kuclld, and the reason for
this we declared that nobody Unexs.
The matter of th* difficulty; of th--
proposltion would riot nff<-ct the ease,
as that would be one of oflit.ion, and.
for the sake of argument, the dill1cult>
might be admitted But a bridge is
not a difficulty; It Is rathei tho means
of surmounting n difficulty, and {he
observation of old B<ikhnm that
"bridge of asses" ought to ho "'trap
of asHr-s" is quite in point, as is the
"I^pigram" of dat*-1 ]7S0.
"If this be rightly railed the bridge

of asses.
He's n »t th<- fool that slicks, but he

that passes"
80 far as we now recall, there

Is bit on" Knglish colloquialism,
in which "bridge"' Is synonymous
with "difficulty,-' and that Is the
ptove-rh about crossing bridges be¬
fore one comes to them. In all
other uses, "the bridge that helped
him over," "burn his bridges," "abuse
the bridge," etc.. the idea is that of
a help In trouble, and to apply the
word to a "difficulty" would be folly.
No assistance may be found In any
Latin usage, though Kuclid lived long
enough before the classic period for
the phrase, had it existed, to have got
fixed among Roman students of his
works. There is plenty of Greek ref¬
erence to the stupidity and clumsiness
of the ass, and hence, much deprecia¬
tory suggestion, but there Is nok ons
word, ho far as we know, connecting
the ass and the bridge. Neither does
there seem to be any help in the Mid¬
dle ,\gc fables, and folk tales ahout
asses. Up to 1 BOO, . virtually all pro¬
verbial and folk reference to the ass
was scriptural, and suggested patience
and industry rather than dullness, and
it is not till 1»;07 that the latter inti¬
mation may be found, when Topsell, in
iiis "Four-Footed Beasts," sayi that
"a dull scholar not apt to learn Is
bid to sell an ass to signify his block¬
ish ness."

It is quite likely that there was
Some well-known story about an ass
that ttould not cross a bridge, much
as now among our Southern Wag¬
oners exists a belief that a mule
has far more sagacity than a h>rse
about the safety of bridges, and that
he feels the flooring gingerly before
he trust;! it with his full .vciy.lit. But
this story, if il existed, is .1 .*

in the gunroom, and no one seems to
he able to suggest what il is, and, so
no one appears to have the ieast no¬
tion of the reason why the geometri¬
cal proposition in question is called
the "pons asinorum."

Everybody-Everywhere
Should have a hank account. There is no better way to get
a start on the road to succcss than bv keeping a checking
savings account in a strong bank. ,

Your business and household finances will be handled
more systematically, you will have an assurance of good
standing in the community, and you will know that your
money i.s safe from loss in the

National .State & City Bank
1111 East Main Street


